Interleukin 1-like activity in cystic lesions of the jaw.
Odontogenic cyst capsules were cultured in vitro and the culture media analysed for bone-resorption and interleukin 1-like activity. Five cysts synthesised a non-dialysable bone resorbing factor with significant interleukin 1-like activity. One specimen thought to be a cyst with little interleukin 1 activity proved to be antral lining. The results indicate that interleukin 1 may play an important role in cyst expansion by its direct effects on fibroblast proliferation and bone resorption and by stimulating prostaglandin synthesis in stromal fibroblasts of the cyst capsule.